
RHTeachersLibrarians.com    

Host a

Random House 
Children’s Books
Author at Your  
School or Library

Author visits are exciting events that foster school enthusiasm. When students meet 

authors, they are inspired to read more and be more engaged with the writing 

process. Look inside for information on authors who are eager to connect with young 

readers and have crafted impactful presentations and workshops, which can be 

customized for different audiences. Random House Children’s Books has a dedicated 

staff member who can answer questions about specific authors, share best practices, 

and work with you to book the right author for your school or library.
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How to Draw Duck  
Using Felt Shapes
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For more information and to inquire about booking Tad Hills, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Bookshelf

Duck & Goose

How Rocket 
Learned to Read 

Duck, Duck, Goose

Rocket Writes  
a Story

Tad Hills
Hometown:  
Brooklyn, New York

@tadhills 
TadHills.com

About the Author’s Program
In an interactive presentation, author-illustrator Tad Hills discusses the 
importance of illustrations and how they work with his text to enhance the 
story. This includes:

• Having students identify emotions based on the details in an illustration, 
followed by a felt board demonstration showing how a character’s 
emotion can be changed by simply altering the placement of an eyebrow 
or changing body language

• Sharing panels of illustrations that show the evolution of the characters 

• Discussing how an idea (inspiration) becomes a book (or a song, poem, 
painting, etc.) 

• Explaining the book production process

• Drawing and painting a large (19"x 24") duck portrait on acid-free paper 
for the school to keep or use in a school fund-raiser

Tad often uses Rocket Writes a Story to discuss the writing process and ways 
to discover and generate ideas. Students learn how to make their stories 
better through editing and peer review.

“Tad Hills’s presentation was very well-paced and engaging for our 
primary-age children, and the drawings and displays he created were 
excellent visuals for our students. Our teachers are still talking about his 
level of comfort with our young students and the great connections he 
made to things we teach in our reading and writing workshops.” 

— K. Groth, librarian/technology specialist,  
Indian Hill Primary School, Cincinnati, Ohio
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For more information and to inquire about booking Barb Rosenstock, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Bookshelf

The Noisy Paint Box:  
The Colors and Sounds of  
Kandinsky’s Abstract Art 

Through the Window:  
Views of Marc Chagall’s  
Life and Art

Vincent Can’t Sleep:  
Van Gogh Paints the  
Night Sky

Barb Rosenstock
Hometown:  
Chicago, Illinois

@barbrosenstock 
BarbRosenstock.com

About the Author’s Programs
Noisy Writing: Using Details

For Grades PreK–2

The Noisy Paint Box is a picture-book biography about a boy who can hear 
colors. In this interactive presentation, students will discover the differences 
between fiction, nonfiction, and historical fiction. The author will present  
tips for packing details into stories and/or host an interactive read-aloud of 
the book. 

Life Stories: Writing Biography Workshop
For Grades 4 and Up

Who would have followed Vincent van Gogh on social media? What kind of 
images would Marc Chagall have put on Instagram? 
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“In a school containing first to fifth 
graders, Mrs. Rosenstock was 
able to engage all students in her 
interactive presentations, 
which were outstanding!” 

— Paige Cohen, literacy coach
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Rob Sanders
Hometown:  
Tampa, Florida

@RobSandersWrite 
RobSandersWrites.com

Bookshelf

Pride: The Story of  
Harvey Milk  
and the Rainbow Flag

Stonewall: A Building.  
An Uprising. A Revolution.
Available April 2019

About the Author’s Program
Suitable for All Ages

Rob Sanders is a writer who teaches and a teacher who writes. He teaches 
fourth grade language arts in Hillsborough County, Florida, has been a 
writing coach to students and teachers, and has worked on the district level 
as a resource teacher and trainer. Prior to living in Florida, Rob worked for 
fifteen years as an educational consultant and editor for a not-for-profit 
educational publisher.

In his program, Rob Sanders helps students realize the importance of 
symbols and how they represent concepts, people, and movements.  
After giving an interactive historical background of LGBTQ life before there 
was a Pride Flag, Rob reads his book—the first-ever history of the Pride or 
Rainbow Flag. Through discussion, Rob leads students to identify why  
there was a need for a Pride Flag and its importance today.  
Students are encouraged to create and share their own  
visual or written symbols of pride. 

For more information and to inquire about booking Rob Sanders, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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“Rob Sanders not only spoke to 
our students about his books 
and about writing, he inspired 
them to write. His practical, 
hands-on approach engaged 
our students, helped them see a 
professional writer in action, and 
gave them a chance to write like 
pros, too.”

— Sharon Waite, principal,  
Potter Elementary School,  
Tampa, Florida
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Tammi Sauer
Hometown:  
Edmond, Oklahoma

@sauertammi 
TammiSauer.com

About the Author’s Program
For Grades PreK–6

Tammi is a former teacher and library media specialist whose presentations 
are fun, engaging, and informative. Each one is geared toward a particular 
age group so that every student will get the most out of the experience. 
For preK through first grade, Tammi focuses on how books take people 
on adventures. For second and third graders, she explores finding ideas, 
shaping ideas into a story, and turning a story into a book. The fourth, fifth, 
and sixth graders get to uncover Tammi’s top ten writing secrets, which will 
help them when they’re creating stories of their own. Each presentation 
offers education, entertainment, and much, much more!

“I had heard from other librarians in my district how wonderful Tammi Sauer’s 
presentations are, and she did not disappoint! Her boundless energy, 
enthusiasm, and creativity kept her audiences captivated. Each presentation 
was grade-appropriate, interactive, and relevant, as she shared how reading 
and writing go hand in hand. Tammi obviously loves what she does, and 
it shines through every word. Best of all, her books are gifts that keep on 
giving; they are absolutely delightful, and students of all ages can’t 
get enough of them. If you’re looking for a fun, effective author to visit 
your school, Tammi Sauer is an exceptional choice!”

— Karen Berry, library media specialist, Hedgcoxe Elementary, Plano, Texas

For more information and to inquire about booking Tammi Sauer, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Bookshelf

Wordy Birdy

Wordy Birdy Meets  
Mr. Cougarpants
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Jeffrey Brown
Hometown:  
Chicago, Illinois

@jeffreybrowncomics 
JeffreyBrownComics.com

Bookshelf

Lucy & Andy Neanderthal

Lucy & Andy Neanderthal:  
The Stone Cold Age

Lucy & Andy Neanderthal:  
Bad to the Bones

About the Author’s Program
Jeffrey Brown presents an inspiring slide show that demonstrates how a kid 
can go from a childhood of doodling to a career making books about cats, 
robots, Neanderthals, and Star Wars. Then he takes questions from students, 
during which he draws. Schools are free to keep the presentation drawings 
for display in classrooms, student prizes, or fund-raising. Jeffrey is also 
happy to sign any books, including copies brought from home.

“Jeffrey Brown absolutely enthralled our K–5 students, using a fun, flexible 
approach that thoroughly captivated each grade. He had the kids in 
stitches with his self-portraits, tales of awkwardness while growing up, and 
humorous sketches of his characters. But there was also a lesson behind 
the laughter, as Jeffrey spent a good amount of time encouraging the 
children to develop their own talents and to keep persevering in the face of 
obstacles and rejection by using his own story as a model for what can go 
right when you don’t give up.”

— Jeffrey Slagter, Spencer Loomis Elementary, Hawthorn Woods, Illinois

For more information and to inquire about booking Jeffrey Brown, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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Rob Buyea
Hometown:  
North Andover, Massachusetts

@robbuyea 
RobBuyea.com

About the Author’s Program
Rob Buyea’s one-hour presentation covers getting ideas, creating characters, 
revising, the importance of reading, lessons on failure, and more. His 
background as a teacher means he is comfortable presenting to small 
groups, entire grade levels, or even the whole school. His presentations can 
be followed up with forty-minute writing lessons in individual classrooms.

“We had a tremendous response from students, teachers, and parents 
following Rob’s visit to our school. The next day we had multiple students 
and teachers coming into the library looking for a copy of his second 
book, and discussing the books they would like to write as a result of his 
influence. It was obvious that Rob has experience working with students, as 
his engaging presentation and classroom activities drew in even the 
most reluctant readers. Students commented that they never knew 
an author could be so ‘fun, interesting, funny, and normal!’ Rob emphasized 
the importance of perseverance and hard work, but also made the writing 
process very approachable. I can’t imagine finding another author who could 
top or even equal the experience provided by Mr. Buyea.”

— Erin Marmara, library media specialist, Halsted Middle School, Newton, New Jersey

Bookshelf

Because of  
Mr. Terupt

Mr. Terupt  
Falls Again

Saving Mr. Terupt

The Perfect Score The Perfect Secret

For more information and to inquire about booking Rob Buyea, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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For more information and to inquire about booking Gennifer Choldenko, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Gennifer 
Choldenko
Hometown:  
San Francisco, California

@choldenko 
GenniferCholdenko.com

Bookshelf

Al Capone  
Throws Me a Curve

Chasing Secrets

One-Third Nerd
Available January 2019

About the Author’s Programs
The One-Third Nerd show. How to channel your inner nerd.    

For Grades 2–5 

This is a presentation designed to answer the question most frequently 
asked by kids in this age group: Where do you get your ideas? Gennifer 
will demonstrate all the crazy ways she gets ideas. She will work with the 
students on positive brainstorming techniques and finish with a brand-new  
Are-You-a-Nerd improvisation. 

What do students learn from this? 
• How to recognize  

an idea 
• Why ideas are 

important 
• How to generate  

new ideas 

• Why it’s crucial to 
treat your ideas  
with respect

• Why writing is so 
much fun 

• Why science is so 
important

• Why nerdy kids 
and kids with Down 
Syndrome rock  

 Gennifer’s other programs include the Al Capone Show (Tales from Alcatraz 
series), the Chasing Secrets Show: The Plague Comes to San Francisco: 
1900, Student Writer Lunch, Writing Workshop, Heroes and Villains: 
Powering Complex Characters, and I Can’t Plot and Other Lies We  
Tell Ourselves. 

“What a gift Gennifer Choldenko has both in writing and also with  
her interaction with students in groups as well as one on one. It was a 
fabulous day.”

--Melanie Kozlowski, youth services supervisor, Estes Park Library, Estes Park, Colorado
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Candace Fleming 
Hometown:  
Oak Park, Illinois

@candacemfleming 
CandaceFleming.com

About the Author’s Program
Suitable for All Ages

Tailored to the age of her audience, the focus of Candace Fleming’s 
presentations is the writing process. For younger grades (preK to first) the 
emphasis is on finding and telling the stories around us. The discussion 
becomes more specific with second and third grade, focusing on revision 
and editing; with older grades (fourth and up) the conversations turns to 
research, the use of primary documents, and creating compelling, true 
stories from a string of dull facts. All of Candace’s talks are interactive and 
highly visual, use elements of storytelling, and are full of humor. Her goal? 
To get kids fired up about writing.

“Candace Fleming was an absolute pleasure to have visit our school. She 
was easy to work with and fun to spend the day with. Each of her three 
presentations were unique and tailored to the age group of students she 
was speaking with. What a remarkable storyteller! At each of her 
presentations students sat in rapt attention and wonder. After her visit, 
students and teachers alike were singing her praises and looking for their 
own story seeds. I look forward to having Candace return to our school in 
the future.”

— Megan Callaway, librarian/media specialist,  
Springton Manor Elementary School, Glenmoore, Pennsylvania

Bookshelf

The Amazing 
Collection of Joey 
Cornell: Based  
on the Childhood 
of a Great  
American Artist

Go Sleep in  
Your Own Bed!

Oh, No! Eleanor Roosevelt’s 
in My Garage!

Amelia Lost: 
The Life and 
Disappearance of 
Amelia Earhart

Strongheart: 
Wonder Dog of  
the Silver Screen

The Family Romanov:  
Murder, Rebellion, and  
the Fall of Imperial Russia

For more information and to inquire about booking Candace Fleming, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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For more information and to inquire about booking Donna Gephart, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Donna Gephart 
Hometown:  
Haddonfield, New Jersey 

@dgephartwrites 
DonnaGephart.com

About the Author’s Program
Donna Gephart, a former creative writing teacher, offers an inspiring, 
humorous, heartfelt presentation that shows students who she was and what 
she read at their age (hint: comic books). She illuminates how she navigated 
challenges and rejections to pursue her lifelong dream of writing a book that 
landed on the shelves of the Philadelphia Public Library, where she found 
solace as a lonely kid. Her lively, popular presentation uses engaging stories 
and images to show her writing process, including the tools she employs, 
her research methods, where she finds ideas, and the importance of revision. 
Donna also offers several fun creative writing workshops for smaller groups, 
as well as lunch with students and a book signing. (She has a special interest 
in working with students from low-income families, as she shares her story of 
growing up in difficult financial circumstances.)

Bookshelf

As If Being 12 3⁄4 
Isn’t Bad Enough, 
My Mother Is 
Running for 
President!

Death by  
Toilet Paper

How to Survive 
Middle School

In Your Shoes

Lily and Dunkin Olivia Bean,  
Trivia Queen
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“Donna is an amazing, inspiring, 
and hilarious teacher who can 
excite even the most 
reluctant writer.”
— Meg Brown,  

children’s programming director,  
Thurber House, Columbus, Ohio
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Russell Ginns 
Hometown:  
Washington, DC

@rginns 
SamanthaSpinner.com

About the Author’s Program
Author and game designer Russell Ginns takes kids on an interactive puzzle-
filled adventure around the world.

Dim the Lights. It’s Showtime! Every lively, interactive fifty-minute 
presentation begins with an animated music video that sets up the premise 
of Samantha Spinner’s worldwide adventure, letting everyone know this 
experience is exciting, funny, and smart!

Super-Secrets! Russell takes kids on a tour of buildings, statues, and 
landmarks, sharing how he came up with the idea of a world with secret 
passages everywhere. 

The Story So Far Get a quick summary of the adventure—just enough 
to bring kids who haven’t yet read Samantha Spinner up to speed. No 
spoilers—just a snapshot of Samantha and Nipper’s topsy-turvy world.

Maps and Narratives Russell explains how he uses Google Earth and other 
resources to create settings for his stories, and write from his characters’ 
points of view.

The Author Reads from His Book! Hear an award-winning author  
read a chapter from his book. Dramatic, silly, and suspenseful!

Puzzles Russell explains how Samantha’s story is secretly an escape room in 
a book! He leads the kids through a series of word puzzles and clever clues.  

The Write Stuff The heart of this author visit is an engaging question-and-
answer session about writing, creativity, and the publishing process.

Sign Off Russell transforms book signing into high-level performance art.

Bookshelf

Samantha Spinner  
and the Super-Secret Plans

Samantha Spinner  
and the Spectacular Specs
Available March 2019

For more information and to inquire about booking Russell Ginns, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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“Russell got the kids excited 
about reading, writing, and 
exploring the world. This was  
not your average author visit.  
An amazing show from 
start to finish!”

— Jim Weindorf, fifth-grade teacher,  
Ann Arbor, Michigan
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For more information and to inquire about booking Deborah Hopkinson, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Deborah Hopkinson
Hometown:  
West Linn, Oregon

@deborahopkinson 
Deborahhopkinson.com

About the Author’s Programs
For Grades PreK–8

Deborah Hopkinson presents to groups of all sizes. For younger readers, she 
emphasizes choral reading to show that readers make writers and writing 
takes practice. Her sessions for older students can include writing activities, 
such as thank-you letters based on A Letter to My Teacher or apology letters 
based on Beatrix Potter and the Unfortunate Tale of a Borrowed Guinea 
Pig. Deborah also focuses on how artists and authors of historical fiction 
and nonfiction do research. She engages students in critical inquiry, STEM, 
and historical thinking skills by examining the research process for Sky Boys: 
How They Built the Empire State Building or digging into a primary source 
document for The Great Trouble.

“Ms. Hopkinson provided a rich learning opportunity for our students! 
Her visit was the perfect culmination to our nonfiction and 
historical fiction writing units. Combining colorful slides and clever 
storytelling, Ms. Hopkinson led students on an ‘author’s journey’ through 
the writing process, from concept to publication. Our students were thrilled 
to be able to question a published author, and Ms. Hopkinson provided an 
engaging Q&A session at the end of her presentation.”

— Kateri Volpe, teacher/librarian,  
Lincoln Avenue Elementary School,  
Sayville, New York

Bookshelf

A Letter to My Teacher

Sky Boys: How They 
Built the Empire 
State Building

Sweet Clara and the 
Freedom Quilt

How I Became a 
Spy: A Mystery of 
WWII London
Available  
February 2019

Fatal Throne:  
The Wives of  
Henry VIII Tell All

The Great Trouble: 
A Mystery of 
London, the  
Blue Death, and  
a Boy Called Eel
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Kelly Jones
Hometown:  
Shoreline, Washington

@curiosityjones 
CuriosityJones.net

About the Author’s Program
For Grades K–8

Kelly helps readers use their imaginations by encouraging them to invent 
a pet with superpowers! After answering a few fun questions, students 
use their five senses to think through how to describe the new pet (and 
its powers!) to bring readers into the stories they’ll write and draw. Kelly 
can present as an assembly for large groups with a follow-up writing 
worksheet or do a hands-on workshop for smaller groups. Students practice 
brainstorming and writing using description and detail, two essential skills of 
effective narrative writing. At the end of the session, students practice basic 
analysis by spotting sensory details in a short excerpt from Unusual Chickens 
for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer. 

Bookshelf

Unusual Chickens for the  
Exceptional Poultry Farmer

Are You Ready to  
Hatch an Unusual Chicken?
Available November 2018

Murder, Magic, and  
What We Wore

For more information and to inquire about booking Kelly Jones, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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“We heard lots of positive 
comments from educators 
about Kelly Jones’s in-person 
and Skype visits. Kelly inspired 
the kids who were part of 
the Reading Challenge she 
participated in, and also inspired 
those who didn’t participate to 
pick up her book. She further 
engaged our students with the 
writing process and led the 
teachers to try out new  
writing activities.”

— Joy Feldman, lead librarian  
for early literacy, Sno-Isle Libraries
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For more information and to inquire about booking Denis Markell, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Denis Markell
Hometown:  
Brooklyn, New York

@DenisMarkell

About the Author’s Program
Suitable for All Ages

Denis Markell, with his background in theater, gives an energetic and 
entertaining presentation on the writing process. He reads a selection from 
one of his two books. He can discuss the historical background and research 
put into Click Here to Start or the use of imagination and storytelling, which 
are the backbones of games like Dungeons and Dragons, which he pays 
tribute to in his latest novel, The Game Masters of Garden Place. 

In either case, with the emphasis on humor and lots of student interaction 
(This is NOT a passive presentation!), your students will learn how an idea 
becomes a book. He shows actual examples of his editor’s notes on his 
manuscript (with all the boring stuff crossed out) to show how much an 
editor is like your teacher, correcting your mistakes or suggesting ways 
to improve your writing—showing that you’re always learning and even 
published authors get stuff wrong! 

Then a session of Q&A, including challenging students to come up with 
questions the author hasn’t been asked before. 

Denis loves to talk with teachers before the presentation, allowing him to 
include elements that the students are currently working on in class into  
his appearance.

“Denis is fantastic with students. He took the time to get to know 
each student who asked questions and usually asked them some type of 
follow-up question, rather than just moving on to the next student. We were 
so grateful for his time.”

— Scott Fillner, LinnMar Community School District, Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Bookshelf

Click Here to Start 

The Game Masters  
of Garden Place

A
rt

 ©
 2

01
8 

by
 O

ct
av

i N
av

ar
ro



EL
EM

EN
TA

RY
 S

CH
O

O
L

M
ID

DL
E 

SC
HO

O
L

15

Stacy McAnulty 
Hometown:  
Kernersville, North Carolina

@stacymcanulty 
StacyMcAnulty.com

About the Author’s Program
For Grades PreK–8

Stacy McAnulty is the author of more than sixteen books for children, 
ranging from picture books through middle grade. She loves to talk with 
students about books, writing, the creative process, failure, and dogs (not 
necessarily in that order!). Stacy offers a standard option for a full-day school 
visit: three forty-five-minute presentations with a book signing. Alternatively, 
a custom event can be substituted for one of the presentations, such as a 
small group writing workshop, lunch with the author, reading with preK or 
special needs children, or Q&A with students.

“Stacy’s visit was both 
entertaining and informative. 
I received positive feedback 
from students and teachers 
alike. Since her visit, I have 
not been able to keep 
her books on the library 
shelves! Students ask for 
them on a daily basis.”

— Lisa Griffee, media coordinator,  
W. J. Gurganus Elementary, 
Havelock, North Carolina 

Bookshelf

Excellent Ed

101 Reasons Why  
I’m Not Taking a Bath

The Dino Files #1:  
A Mysterious Egg

The Dino Files #2: 
Too Big to Hide

Goldie Blox Rules 
the School

The Miscalculations  
of Lightning Girl

For more information and to inquire about booking Stacy McAnulty, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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For more information or to inquire about booking Susin Nielsen, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Susin Nielsen
Hometown:  
Vancouver, Canada

@susinnielsen 
SusinNielsen.com

About the Author’s Program
Confessions of a Word Nerd 
Susin talks about her journey from nerdy, offbeat kid to published author, 
sharing excerpts from the diary she wrote when she was eleven, and even 
her seventh grade school photo, in a fun PowerPoint presentation. She 
discusses her upbringing by a single-parent mom, where there was little 
money for extras. But Susin had a big imagination and a library card, and 
she often found refuge in books. She also had one teacher who encouraged 
her to pursue her writing (as she had a decided lack of ability in many other 
areas). Nielsen also discusses one or more of her books (which can be 
tailored to the wishes of the school), and does a short, engaging reading. 
Her talks are interactive, and she leaves lots of time for students’ questions. 
Her presentations are engaging and funny and her stories are relatable. 
Susin leaves students feeling inspired to pursue their passions through hard 
work and perseverance. This is a one-hour presentation.

“Susin was an amazing presenter for our middle school students. Her sense 
of humor and warmth was contagious. She used both of these to help our 
students understand how she turns her own experiences and observations 
into novels. Susin manages to be inspiring and relatable at the 
same time, something learners of this age really need. Since her visits, her 
books continue to circulate well in our library, a true sign of a successful 
presentation. We would have her back in a heartbeat.”

—Sophia Hunter, Crofton House School, Vancouver, BC 

Bookshelf

No Fixed Address

Optimists Die First

We Are All Made  
of Molecules
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For more information or to inquire about booking Melissa Sarno, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Bookshelf

Just Under the Clouds 

A Swirl of Ocean
Available June 2019
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Melissa Sarno 
Hometown:  
Westchester, New York

@melissasarno 
MelissaSarno.com

About the Author’s Program
Suitable for All Ages

Melissa Sarno hosts engaging workshops and assembly presentations about 
a variety of writing- and publishing-related topics. 

Melissa will share her journey from young dreamer to published author. 
Featuring the photography that inspires her work, she’ll explain how stories 
can be found by looking at the everyday world. She’ll also walk through the 
path to publication, from the spark of an idea to finished draft, and all the 
messy drafts in between.

Her workshops include writing and thinking exercises inspired by Just Under 
the Clouds; What Is Home to You? in which writers will use the concept of 
doors and windows to explore imagined worlds; Observing the Natural 
World to Inspire Story, which uses nature photography prompts to grow the 
seed of an idea; and Setting as Character, where students use the clouds 
and sky to create mood and tension in their work.
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For more information and to inquire about booking Melissa Savage, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Melissa Savage 
Hometown:  
Minneapolis, Minnesota

@melissadsavage 
MelissaDSavage.com

About the Author’s Program
Melissa Savage, a former child and family therapist and current full-time 
author, has an MFA in writing for children and adolescents from Hamline 
University. She is the author of the middle-grade books Lemons and  
The Truth About Martians. Melissa provides large group presentations for 
middle-grade students on writing and the book process, as well as the 
mysteries of cryptozoology. Additionally, she instructs students in writing 
workshops and small group book discussions. Melissa enjoys sharing her 
love of writing and reading with kids of all ages.

“It has been five months since Melissa 
Savage’s visit, and our fourth and fifth 
graders are still talking about it. On 
the surface, it seems like she uses her 
presentation to inspire young readers 
and writers by sharing her craft and 
her passion for writing. The truth is 
that Melissa teaches kids (and 
adults) what it means to be 
alive, what it means to persevere 
and be resilient through whatever 
challenges we face. We cannot wait to 
have her back at our school next year!”

— Debby Smith, fifth-grade teacher,  
Sunrise Elementary, Aurora, Colorado

Bookshelf

Lemons

The Truth About Martians
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Laura Shovan
Hometown:  
Ellicott City, Maryland

@laurashovan 
LauraShovan.com

About the Author’s Program
Poetry Workshops
As a longtime poet-in-the-schools, Laura runs a variety of engaging  
poetry workshops for classroom-sized groups, grades 2–12. From Fibonacci 
poems and odes to portrait and onomatopoeia poems, each session is 
designed to focus on a poetic technique, such as imagery, voice, rhythm,  
or figurative language.

Author Visit/Characters and Conflict
Without conflict, there would be no story. Laura Shovan hosts large-group 
sessions focusing on how authors create tension by putting their characters 
into conflict. Choose The Last Fifth Grade of Emerson Elementary or 
Takedown as a mentor text for this program.

“For more than a decade, I have had 
the pleasure of working with and 
learning from Laura Shovan as our poet 
in residence. Her love of poetry 
shines through every lesson. 
She is truly a master and introduces the 
students to such a wonderful variety of 
poems. Each time I work with her, my 
love of poetry deepens. I am always 
thrilled to see the poems that the 
children create under her tutelage.”

— Karen Hoge, fourth-grade teacher,  
Howard County Public Schools, Maryland

Bookshelf

The Last Fifth Grade  
of Emerson Elementary

Takedown
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For more information and to inquire about booking Laura Shovan, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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Liesl Shurtliff 
Hometown:  
Chicago, Illinois

@lieslshurtliff 
LieslShurtliff.com

About the Author’s Program
Liesl shares her journey from struggling reader to New York Times 
bestselling and award-winning author. She’ll share books that changed her 
reading life and her writing process, from idea to first draft to final product, 
showing her own marked-up manuscripts, editorial notes, and tips and tricks 
for writing your own stories. She also gives an engaging and interactive 
presentation about fairy tales, where they come from, how they change, 
and what they mean to us today. This includes a readers’ theater of Grimms’ 
Rumpelstiltskin, sure to give the kids a laugh. Great for fairy tale units!

“Liesl Shurtliff may be smaller than half our seventh graders, but she 
masterfully won them over and kept their attention through the entire 
presentation. She was able to pique their imaginations, engage them with 
questions, and still bring them back to topic and make her points  
about the writing process and the power of fairy tales.”
— Lia Oldaker, media specialist,  

Jerling Junior High,  
Orland Park, Illinois

Bookshelf

Rump: The (Fairly) True Tale of 
Rumpelstiltskin

Red: The (Fairly) True Tale of  
Red Riding Hood

Jack: The (Fairly) True Tale of  
Jack and the Beanstalk

Grump: The (Fairly) True Tale of  
Snow White and the Seven Dwarves

For more information and to inquire about booking Liesl Shurtliff, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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For more information and to inquire about booking Wendelin Van Draanen, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Wendelin  
Van Draanen 
Hometown:  
Pismo Beach, California

@wendelinvand 
WendelinVanD.com

About the Author’s Programs
For Grades 3 and Up

In one of her many presentation choices, former classroom teacher 
Wendelin Van Draanen discusses her novel The Running Dream, and 
how and why an author without disabilities was inspired to write about 
an amputee. This presentation focuses on overcoming barriers of fear, 
differences, and ignorance; seeing the person, not the disability; friendship; 
and teamwork. Van Draanen also touches on several of her other books, 
using the theme of overcoming obstacles to draw connections, and will 
adapt her presentation to suit the school’s needs. Alternatively, she can 
humorously review ten years of publishing rejection, the merits of sustained 
effort and persistence, and the importance of “keeping hope in the mail.” 
Themes of this presentation include persistence, finding your voice, the 
value of rewriting, and making the ordinary extraordinary.

“Wendelin Van Draanen spares no energy, 
and her enthusiasm for writing is contagious! 
Our teachers and students, ages ten 
to twelve, were totally enthralled 
by her dramatic and engaging 
presentations, both to large and small 
groups. Her flexibility in the scheduling,  
style, and substance of presentations  
is a plus, too. A human dynamo!”

— Linda Bennett, library media teacher,  
Kent Middle School,  
Kentfield, California

Bookshelf

Sammy Keyes and 
the Hotel Thief

The Secret Life of  
Lincoln Jones

Swear to Howdy Flipped

The Gecko & Sticky: 
Villain’s Lair

Shredderman: 
Secret Identity

The Running Dream Wild Bird
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About the Author’s Program
Judd Winick, an award-winning cartoonist (and former cast member of 
MTV’s The Real World San Francisco) will delight students with an hour-long 
talk that strives for laughs, storytelling, and inspiration, accompanied by over 
a hundred of his cartoon illustrations in a multimedia keynote presentation. 
Judd will tell a number of different stories, ranging from his childhood to his 
family to his work in super hero comics and TV animation, as well his life as 
a cartoonist creating the Hilo series. “I make things up and then draw them. 
That’s my JOB. And it’s the best job in the world,” he explains.

“Copperfield’s Books has been 
fortunate enough to have Judd 
Winick visit schools since the first Hilo 
came out, and have enjoyed every 
single visit. Judd’s always a stand out.
There’s something about his approach 
that really connects with kids: his 
enthusiasm, his humor and—possibly 
because he’s a great dad—his 
rapport with kids of all types. Judd is 
energetic and kind and funny 
as heck, and any school would 
be fortunate to have him visit. He’s 
one of our all-time faves, and I can’t 
recommend him more highly.”

— Patty Norman, children’s specialist, 
Copperfield’s Books, Northern California

For more information and to inquire about booking Judd Winick, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Judd Winick
Hometown:  
San Francisco, California

@juddwinick 
JuddsPillowFort.com

Bookshelf

Hilo Book 1:  
The Boy Who 
Crashed to Earth

Hilo Book 2:  
Saving the Whole 
Wide World

Hilo Book 3:  
The Great  
Big Boom

Hilo Book 4:  
Waking the 
Monsters

Hilo Book 5:  
Then Everything 
Went Wrong
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Lisa Yee 
Hometown:  
Northampton, Massachusetts, 
and Los Angeles, California

@LisaYee1 
LisaYee.com

About the Author’s Program
Lisa Yee’s lively, informative, and entertaining presentations reveal the 
amazing, strange, and sometimes painful journey to creating bestselling 
books. She discusses hopes and dreams (and disappointments) from when 
she was a student and the secrets to successful writing, including plenty 
of audience interaction with high-energy Q&As. Plus, Lisa can tailor her 
presentation to suit your needs.

“We regularly welcome authors 
into our school, but years of visits 
did nothing to prepare me for the 
amazing visit that we had with Lisa 
Yee. From the moment she took the 
microphone, Lisa Yee captured the 
attention of students and teachers 
alike. She knew how to talk to her 
audience, instantly connecting with 
all in the room. We laughed, learned, 
and left a little more confident in 
ourselves after hearing her stories of 
childhood and how she became an 
author. She was overwhelmingly 
my favorite author to visit 
and engage our school!”

— Wendy Garland, librarian,  
Avery Elementary School,  
Dedham, Massachusetts

Bookshelf

Wonder Woman at  
Super Hero High

Harley Quinn at 
Super Hero High 

Batgirl at  
Super Hero High

Bumble Bee at 
Super Hero High

Katana at  
Super Hero High

Supergirl at  
Super Hero High

For more information and to inquire about booking Lisa Yee, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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For more information and to inquire about booking Jared Reck, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Jared Reck
Hometown:  
Hanover, Pennsylvania

@reckj 
JaredReckBooks.com

About the Author’s Program
As a veteran teacher, Jared Reck is driven by a singular mission: for 
every student to love reading, to find their voice in writing, and to feel 
empowered to make an impact on our world. His presentation—filled with 
humor, heart, and perhaps an unfortunate bowl cut—highlights Seven 
Empowering Things to Know, woven together with thought-provoking ideas, 
advice on writing, and personal stories tied to his debut novel, A Short 
History of the Girl Next Door.

From his years of teaching writing workshops and writing alongside his 
students every day, Jared also loves running classroom and small-group 
sessions that allow even reluctant readers and writers to craft lines like 
award-winning authors—from constructing single, beautiful sentences to 
flooding notebooks with ideas to creating believable, lifelike characters to 
building opening scenes that set up powerful storytelling.

“Having Jared visit our school was the highlight of the year for me 
and many of the students, evidenced by how many of them mentioned his 
visit in their graduation speeches and thank-you letters to me. One student 
was particularly taken by his message of appreciating ‘the perfect moments.’ 
In her graduation speech, she quoted Jared Reck and talked about how 
important it is to live in the present as students move forward to the next 
stage of their lives.”

— Allison Fistere, eighth-grade ELA teacher,  
Greenmount School,  
Baltimore, Maryland 

Bookshelf

A Short History of  
the Girl Next Door
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Scott Reintgen
Hometown:  
Apex, North Carolina

@scott_thought 
ItsPronouncedRankin.com

About the Author’s Program
As a former teacher, Scott Reintgen delivers a program that engages 
both lifelong and hesitant readers. This talk focuses on the importance 
of passion in pursuing our biggest dreams. Using LeBron James as an 
example, Reintgen discusses how passion is seen not in the slam dunk 
moment, but rather in all the hard work that leads to those moments. The 
talk connects back to Reintgen’s own writing journey and invites students to 
see themselves as the heroes of their own stories. Reintgen wrote the Nyxia 
series for his own students at Jordan High School in Durham, North Carolina, 
and he hopes it will engage readers from all backgrounds. Sit back and 
enjoy watching your students launch into space alongside Emmett Atwater.

“Scott’s visit was electric. 
The students responded 
to his warm, engaging, 
and thought-provoking 
presentation.” 

— Pamela Fitzpatrick, PhD, teacher, 
C. W. Stanford Middle School,  
Orange County, North Carolina

Bookshelf

Nyxia

Nyxia Unleashed

Nyxia Uprising
Available April 2019

For more information and to inquire about booking Scott Reintgen, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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For more information and to inquire about booking Nisha Sharma, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.

Nisha Sharma 
Hometown:  
Somerville, New Jersey

@nishawrites 
Nisha-Sharma.com

About the Author’s Program
Nisha Sharma is an author, a lawyer, and an educator. She offers full-day 
sessions, assembly presentations, in-class talks, and smaller workshops for 
students. Nisha speaks about how she fell in love with books as a middle 
schooler and started writing Nancy Drew fan fiction, and she talks about the 
progress she’s made in her publishing journey. She discusses the process 
of publishing a book, as well as her favorite reads. She also helps students 
by motivating them in pursuing their passion, much like she continues to 
pursue hers. She works with teachers to ensure that her talks connect in 
some way to the students’ curriculum. Most importantly, Nisha gushes about 
her favorite Bollywood movies and the New Jersey hot spots that inspired 
the book.

“I can’t thank Nisha Sharma enough for 
coming to our school today and speaking 
with the students and teachers. They 
were all so interested in her book and 
really enjoyed learning about Bollywood. 
Nisha’s explanation of her journey as a 
writer and writing process was so helpful 
and inspirational! Every copy of the 
book I purchased was checked 
out by students by the end of 
the day.”
— Wendy Michels, media specialist and librarian,  

Branchburg Central Middle School,  
Branchburg, New Jersey

Bookshelf

My So-Called  
Bollywood Life
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Vesper Stamper
Hometown:  
New York, New York

 @vesperillustration 
VesperIllustration.com

About the Author’s Programs
Vesper Stamper offers a variety of hour-long workshops:

Assembly
Five-minute film, five-minute reading, twenty-minute presentation with 
slideshow, moderated Q&A, signing. Sometimes the music or chorus 
teacher will have students perform an appropriate piece, which really adds 
to engagement and makes a unique and special visit!

Writing Workshop 
Five-minute talk about Vesper’s character-development process, then she 
provides a fictional dossier with historical information, and students create a 
short piece of historical fiction in thirty minutes. The group then shares and 
discusses their work.

History Workshop
Twenty-minute presentation about the process of researching Vesper’s book, 
the differences between a historian and historical fiction writer, and how 
students can apply best practices in their own research. A Q&A follows.

Art Workshop
Twenty-minute presentation about Vesper’s own journey as an artist, from 
childhood to career. Then several options teachers can choose from:

1 General Q&A

2 Portfolio review for students applying to college (or in the case of college 
students, those applying for work)

3 Critique of student work

4 Extended presentation about artists in the Holocaust

5 Technique workshop

Bookshelf

What the Night Sings

“Vesper Stamper brought her 
book, the message of it, and the 
meaning of her illustrations alive 
for our students! The importance 
of learning from the Holocaust 
came through in her presentation 
and in her workshops. Her advice 
and expertise shared with our art 
students and student writers was 
right on the money, like an older 
sister sharing her experiences 
and knowledge. Our students 
soaked up her message and 
took a lot home with them about 
strengthening art skills, writing 
skills, and life skills. She had 
our kids on the edge of 
their seats!”

— Robin Stiles,  
library media specialist,  
New Milford High School,  
New Milford, CT

For more information and to inquire about booking Vesper Stamper, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.



M
ID

DL
E 

SC
HO

O
L

HI
GH

 S
CH

O
O

L

28

Nic Stone 
Hometown:  
Atlanta, Georgia

@getnicced 
NicStone.info

About the Author’s Programs
Nic Stone offers a series of lectures and workshops. Teachers can choose 
from the following:

Interactive Lectures/Roundtable Discussions 
• 21st-Century  

Race Relations
• The Power of 

Nonviolent Protest
• The Civil Rights 

Movement in 
Retrospect

• Music as Literature
• Dealing with  

Societal Trauma
• The Power of Youth
• Politics of the Pen/

Writing as Activism

• Heroes as 
Guideposts

• Writing  
Current Events

• Narrative Inspiration 

Writing Workshops    
• Story Basics—an examination of the building blocks of narrative: character 

development, setting, plot, point, and form

• Finding Your Voice—a lesson that combines a freewriting/stream-of-
consciousness exercise with instruction in punctuation basics to teach the 
importance of syntax and cadence in establishing narrative voice

• Beginnings and Endings—an interactive lesson (with relevant exercises) 
on first lines, grabbing the reader in the first five pages, and concluding 
the narrative satisfactorily

• Pace Yourself!—a lesson in narrative pacing that includes subtopics such 
as backstory placement, chapter breaks, and moving through time

• Dialogue 101—a lesson in writing convincing conversations

• Say Hello to My Little Friends—a lesson in developing sympathetic,  
true-to-life characters

Bookshelf

Dear Martin

Odd One Out

“Good luck trying to measure 
the impact of Nic’s visit to 
your school. All I know is that 
dozens of high school 
students became readers 
and writers on a February 
Friday morning that none of us 
will ever forget.”

— Jarred Amato,  
Maplewood High School language 
arts specialist and national director  
of Project LIT Book Club,  
Nashville, Tennessee

For more information and to inquire about booking Nic Stone, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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Jeff Zentner 
Hometown:  
Nashville, Tennessee

@jeffzentner 
JeffZentnerBooks.com

About the Author’s Program
Jeff Zentner’s program involves him telling the story of how he began his 
creative life as a musician, and then transitioned into writing books for 
young adults after being inspired by them while teaching at music camps. 
He talks about how he overcame the challenges of a demanding day job 
as a state prosecutor to write his books on his iPhone while riding the bus 
to and from work each day. The takeaway from his presentation is that 
everyone has a story to tell, and they can tell it in spite of life’s challenges 
and limitations.

Jeff also does writing workshops with students.

“Not only is Jeff a gifted 
author but he is a natural 
and gifted speaker. Our 
students were captivated 
and intrigued with his 
knowledge of criminal justice 
and appreciative of his 
writing advice. We now have 
students and teachers 
alike inspired to write 
their first novel. An 
absolute pleasure to work 
with Jeff.”

— Ashleigh Wright, LRC assistant,  
Kennedy Junior High,  
Lisle, Illinois

Bookshelf

The Serpent King

Goodbye Days

Rayne & Delilah’s  
Midnite Matinee
Available February 2019

For more information and to inquire about booking Jeff Zentner, email Lisa McClatchy: liske@aol.com.
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